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FOREWORD

Since its establishment in 1976, Acharya Nagarjuna University has been forging
aheadin the path of progress and dynamism, offering a variety of courses and
research contributions. I am extremely happy that by gaining ‘A’ grade from the
NAAC in the year 2016, Acharya Nagarjuna University is offering educational
opportunities at the UG, PG levels apart from research degrees to students
from over 443 affiliated colleges spread over the two districts of Guntur and
Prakasam.

The University has also started the Centre for Distance Education in
2003-04 with the aim of taking higher education to the door step of all the
sectors of the society. The centre will be a great help to those who cannot join in
colleges, those who cannot afford the exorbitant fees as regular students, and
even to housewives desirous of pursuing higher studies. Acharya Nagarjuna
University has started offering B.A., and B.Com courses at the Degree level and
M.A., M.Com., M.Sc., M.B.A., and L.L.M., courses at the PG level from the
academic year 2003-2004 onwards.

To facilitate easier understanding by students studying through the
distance mode, these self-instruction materials have been prepared by eminent
and experienced teachers. The lessons have been drafted with great care and
expertise in the stipulated time by these teachers. Constructive ideas and
scholarly suggestions are welcome from students and teachers involved
respectively. Such ideas will be incorporated for the greater efficacy of this
distance mode of education. For clarification of doubts and feedback, weekly
classes and contact classes will be arranged at the UG and PG levels
respectively.

It is my aim that students getting higher education through the Centre for
Distance Education should improve their qualification, have better employment
opportunities and in turn be part of country’s progress. It is my fond desire that
in the years to come, the Centre for Distance Education will go from strength to
strength in the form of new courses and by catering to larger number of people.
My congratulations to all the Directors, Academic Coordinators, Editors and
Lesson- writers of the Centre who have helped in these endeavours.

Prof. P. Raja Sekhar
Vice-Chancellor (FAC)
Acharya Nagarjuna University



M.A. POLITICAL SCIENCE AND M.A. PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION
SEMESTER - I
105PO21-PAPER V (b) (OPTIONAL): WOMEN AND POLITICS

(Common for both M.A. Political Science and M.A. Public Administration
Students with effect from the academic year 2006-07)

UNIT -1
THEORITICAL APPROACHES

i)  Ancient political philosophers on Women: Plato, Aristotle Rousseau.
ii) Modern Liberal

Mary Wool stone Craft, J.S. Mill
iii) Radical Thinkers — Karl Marx and Engels, Simon de Beauvoir,

Kate Millet.
UNIT - 11
WOMEN AND THE INDIAN STATE
i) Indian Constitution and Women

ii) Committee on the Status of Women - 1975
iif)  National Policies on Women

UNIT - 111
WOMEN AND POLITICAL PARTICIPATION
1) Women and Nationalist Movement

ii) Women's Electoral Participation - Trends - National and State
i) ~ Women's Movement in India - Perspectives and Strategies

UNIT -1V
RESERVATION - THE EXPERIENCE OF PANCHAYATI RAJ
i) The Debate on Women's Reservation

ii) 73" and 74" Constitutional Amendments
iit)  Lessons from the Experience.

READING LIST:

Charvet John, Feminism - Modern Ideologies Series, J.M. Devt & Sons London, 1982
Eva Figes, Patriarchal Attitudes Women in Society, New Delhi: Macmillan, 1985.
Agnew Vijay, Elite Women in Indian Politics, Vikas, New Delhi, 1979

Susheela Kaushik, (ed.), Women's Participation in Politics.

Diana Coole, Women in Political Theory.

Simon de Beauvoir, The Second Sex,

Vicky Randall : Women and Politics, Macmillan, London, 1982.

Government of India, Ministry of Education and Social Welfare: Towards Equality:
Report of the Committee on the Status of Women, New Delhi, 1974.

9. Geraldine Forbes: Women in Modern India, New Delhi, Cambridge University Press,
1996.

10. Veena Mazumdar (ed.), Symbols of Power.

11. Issues of Panchayati Raj - Update - Institute of Social Sciences, New Delhi.
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